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TD Bank Financial Group Grant for

Health Sciences Interdisciplinary Research Fund Studentships

2011 Competition

Award Description

The TD Bank Financial Group in agreement with the University of Alberta has established an endowment fund to be administered by the Health Sciences Council, University of Alberta, under the direction of the Vice Provost. The fund will provide one $10,000 studentship for 2011-2012 to support a student or trainee at the masters, doctoral or fellowship level. The studentship will be awarded to a student who has an active role with an interdisciplinary (cross-faculty or multiple health/allied health disciplines) health sciences research team, who will be taking part in a health research project and who describes or demonstrates his/her interest and potential to excel in interdisciplinary health research.

This award will be administered through the Health Sciences Council (See Appendix 1 for a brief description), according to University of Alberta policies on student awards. The recipient(s) will be chosen based on the recommendation of a review/selection committee appointed by the Associate Director, Health Sciences Council. 
Eligibility of Candidates
Those candidates who meet the following criteria are eligible to apply:

· Registered full-time in graduate or fellowship program in one of the following Health Sciences faculties or programs:

· Agricultural, Life and Environmental Sciences

· Nursing

· Medicine and Dentistry

· Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences

· Physical Education and Recreation

· Rehabilitation Medicine
· School of Public Health

· Relevant health sciences faculties at Augustana Campus
· A strong academic record 
· Interest in exploring opportunities to increase interdisciplinary or  team-based scholarship and collaborative practice in the health care system
· Has a Supervisor who holds an academic appointment with a health sciences faculty through the University of Alberta and possesses a record of productive health-oriented research including peer reviewed grants, publications and conference presentations/abstracts 
· Involvement in a health research project with an interdisciplinary focus and interdisciplinary team (i.e. cross-faculty or two or more health disciplines)
Applications
Applications must be submitted on the attached fill-in Studentship application form using the font as set in the form, and must be signed and dated appropriately by required signees. RSO signatures are not required for this studentship. 

The following requested attachments should be included: (1) candidate’s up-to-date official or unofficial past and current transcripts; (2) candidate’s abbreviated CV; (3) supervisor’s abbreviated CV; and (4) letter of reference (sealed in an envelope and signed by the referee).   
Applications are due no later than 4:00 pm on May 16, 2010.   Please deliver or forward applications to:
TD Studentship Review Committee

c/o Dr. Kathy Kovacs Burns, Associate Director 
Health Sciences Council

300 Campus Tower, 8625 – 112 Street

University of Alberta

Edmonton, Alberta     T6G 1K8

Evaluation Procedure

Appendix 2 outlines the criteria that the TD Studentship Review Committee will use to evaluate applications. 

Term of Grant
The grant is for a maximum period of one year from the date of allocation, September 1, 2011 to August 31, 2012.

Deliverables at end of studentship
Successful candidates will submit a final report to the Health Sciences Council by October 1, 2012.  The report must acknowledge support from the TD Fund.  The successful candidate will also be required to present their final report at an HSC meeting and/or conference (suitable meeting and date to be determined). 

CONTACT FOR QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS:
Questions regarding the application or process can be addressed to Dr. Kathy Kovacs Burns, Associate Director, Health Sciences Council, at 780-492-7766 or   kathy.kovacsburns@ualberta.ca 
TD Bank Financial Group Grant for

Health Sciences Interdisciplinary Research Fund Studentships

2011 Studentship Application 
(for Internal Use Only)

The University of Alberta is regulated by the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FOIPP) of Alberta. As such, the information on the following Personal Data page will be for internal use ONLY and will not be communicated to anyone outside the University of Alberta.

SECTION 1: CANDIDATE’S PERSONAL DATA

	Name:  Surname, First Name, Initials
	Gender: (check)
	Birth date:

	
	Male     (             Female     (
	Year                     Month                     Day



	Canadian Social Insurance Number:
	Citizenship:
	Immigration Status in Canada: (check)

	          _________-_________-_________
	
	Canadian Citizen        (    Student Visa   (
Permanent Resident   (    Working Visa  (

	Complete mailing address:
	Contact Numbers:



	
	Work Phone: (             ) ____-__________

 Residence Phone:  (             ) ____-_________



	E-mail address: 


	Fax:  (             ) ____-____________




SECTION 2: SIGNATURES
The undersigned agree to, and accept, the general conditions governing any award made pursuant to the sponsorship of this application.

	Signature of:
	Printed Name
	Date

	Candidate:


	
	

	Supervisor:


	
	

	Department Head/Chair:


	
	

	Faculty Dean:


	
	


SECTION 3: STUDENT DETAILS OF APPLICATION
A. STUDENT’S PAST AND CURRENT UNIVERSITY ACADEMIC STANDING AND STATUS – state current program information below and ATTACH PAST AND CURRENT TRANSCRIPTS (UNOFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS WILL BE ACCEPTED)
	Current Program (Degree/Specialization):
	Expected Program Completion Date: (YY/MM/DD)
	Outcomes – thesis, Non-thesis paper, Portfolio, other:

	
	
	


B.
STUDENT’S INTEREST IN INTERDISCIPLINARY HEALTH RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP – in ½ page describe your personal interest and goals concerning interdisciplinary health research, and particularly the health research area you are interested in pursuing. 

	PERSONAL INTEREST IN INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIP

	


SECTION 4: SUPERVISOR’S CONTRIBUTION TO APPLICATION
A.
SUPERVISOR OF RESEARCH PROJECT AND STUDENT – Attach an abbreviated CV, maximum 5 pages highlighting education, research interest and experience, student supervision experience, and relevant grants, publications and presentations. 
	Supervisor ‘s Surname, First Name & Initial:

	


B.
LOCATION OF PROPOSED RESEARCH
	Proposed Supervisor: (Surname, First Name & Initial)
	Period of Support: (YY/MM/DD to YY/MM/DD)

	
	

	Complete Mailing Address: (include Research Group/Department/Faculty & Postal Code)
	Contact Information:

	
	Telephone:  (          )  _____-________________



	
	Fax:  (          ) ____-_______________



	
	E-mail:




SECTION 5: THE RESEARCH PROJECT

In the space below provide a title and summary of the interdisciplinary health research project in which you will be involved. Also describe the interdisciplinary nature of the team involved in the project and the specific role of the student candidate with the team and in the project. (maximum 2 pages)
	PROJECT TITLE:

	


SECTION 6: LETTER OF REFERENCE
The letter of reference should be provided either by the Supervisor or another person who can comment on the student’s capabilities to be involved with an interdisciplinary team and actively participating in the health research project. The letter should provide considerable detail with examples of the candidate’s relative strengths including motivation and research experience, as well as the candidate’s competence/abilities in this area that support potential ongoing team-based health research scholarship. The letter should be signed and sealed in an envelope with the author’s signature across the seal. 
Appendix 1
What is the Health Sciences Council?

There are many opportunities for University leaders to advance interdisciplinary health scholarship and have a significant local and global impact. At the University of Alberta (U of A) these opportunities are leveraged by a coordinated council of deans called the Health Sciences Council. The Health Sciences Council (HSC) at the U of A is the cross-cutting mechanism initiated in the 1980s and continuously supported by the health science deans and the provost. 

The U of A offers 43 health science programs in eight faculties for approximately 8,000 students at the pre-licensure and graduate level. The Council facilitates interdisciplinary learning, discovery and citizenship through leadership and collaboration across all health disciplines. 

Members include the faculties of Medicine and Dentistry; Nursing; Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences; Rehabilitation Medicine; Physical Education and Recreation; Agricultural, Life and Environmental Sciences; School of Public Health; Augustana Faculty and the department of Dentistry. The U of A Associate Vice-President (Research) and Alberta Health Services are also represented on the Council, as is the University of Calgary’s faculty of Social Work. 

The Council is a leader, not only in interdisciplinary research and interprofessional education, but in the management of knowledge and discussion around all issues related to health, from laboratory work to policy making. The Council has evolved significantly over its thirty year history from its initial formation as an informal information sharing body to its current role as an academic leadership unit that mitigates competing priorities and resources in the face of the need for interdisciplinary health scholarship. 

The University of Alberta is the only university in Canada to address interdisciplinary health scholarship via a coordinated and collaborative Council of equals. This approach allows each Faculty to maintain autonomy and develop their unique disciplinary strengths while addressing common challenges and opportunities. 
Website of Health Sciences Council: http://www.uofaweb.ualberta.ca/healthsciences/index.cfm 
APPENDIX 2
PROJECT EVALUATION CRITERIA
Applications will be evaluated based on the following:
General Criteria:
· The application is complete with all signatures and includes the following attachments:
· the candidate’s past and up-to-date transcripts
· Student’s CV
· Supervisor’s CV (max. 5 pages) 
· one (1) letter of reference (sealed in an envelope by the referee).   
· The application is submitted no later than 4:00 pm on May 16, 2011   
· The project is relevant to health sciences interdisciplinary scholarship and collaboration, is well written, and provides sufficient rationale and methodological detail.

· An interdisciplinary research team identifies/describes its involvement with the student throughout the research project.

Specific Criteria related to the Student Candidate:

· The candidate meets the minimum expectations for applicants as outlined.
· The candidate has a very good academic record with consistently above-average grades, especially in current graduate program in health sciences.
· The candidate’s role with the research team and the project are well described and appropriate.

· The student describes interests in interdisciplinary health research that considers future opportunities

· The candidate’s letter of reference is very positive and provides considerable detail about the candidate’s relative strengths, research experience, and competence/abilities in this area.

Specific Criteria related to the Supervisor:

· The candidate’s supervisor has a good/strong and consistent track record of publications and has grants to support the research in which the student is involved.

