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Dreamweaver: Inserting Media Clips

	Introduction
	The Dreamweaver program allows you to incorporate video and sound clips into your web pages.  This brief workshop is designed to help you learn how to insert media clips, to recognize various formats for media clips, and formatting options.

	Getting Started
	Open Dreamweaver and select “New HTML”.  Insert a table and type in some text to create a working document.

	A Word About Common Audio File Formats
	When considering what type of file to use, keep in mind your intended audience and the purpose of the file in relation to your overall page.  This will inform what sound/ image quality you need, the size of file, and if you need to consider the need for plugins. 

	Extension

Name

Quality

Pro

Con

.wav

Waveform Extension

Very good

Audio, supported by most browsers; no plugin needed

Large file sizes

.aif

Audio Interchange File Format 

Good

Audio, supported by most browsers; no plugin needed

Large file sizes

.mp3

MPEG-Audio

Good

Audio, high compression, streaming

Needs plugin

.ra, .ram, 

.rpm

Real Audio

Very good

Audio, high compression, streaming

Needs plugin

.qt, .qtm, 
.mov

Quicktime

Very good

Audio and video; basic format for Macs

PCs need free plugin

.flv, .fla

Flash

Very good

Video format
Plugin needed

.avi

Audio Video Interleave

Very good
Microsoft’s standard format for video and audio
Not always compatible for Mac


	Audio Files
	Audio files can be linked or embedded.  Choose your method based on the effect you want to give.  Whether it is embedded or linked, make sure you always provide a control to enable/ disable the playing of the sound.

	Linking Audio Files
	A link provides a faster site upload, and visitors can choose whether to listen to the sound file.  To insert a link: 

1. Select the text or image that will act as the link

2. Select the folder in the property inspector to browse for the file path or type the file path and name in the link text box

To open the link in a new window, select _blank as your “Target” option in the property inspector.  _parent allows you to nest the clip within a frame.  If you do not set this option, the default is for the media clip to take over the window.

	Embedding Audio Files
	Embedded sound files play automatically for visitors to your site who have the right plug-ins.  To embed a file:

1. Place your insertion point in the Design view

2. On the Insert menu, select media, then plugin or choose the media button on the Insert bar

3. In the property inspector, click on the folder icon to browse for file or type file path and name in the link text box

4. To determine the size of the audio controls displayed in the browser, enter the height and width in the text boxes shown in the property inspector, or resize the plug-in placeholder in the Document window

	Video Files
	To download a video, you will need to link or embed the file (usually AVI or MPEG).  Videos can also be streamed, which will give you a faster start to the playing time but demands more memory.  Again, you want to think about your audience and the size of your files as you decide what format to use.   

	Insert Toolbar
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An alternate to using the Insert drop-down menu is to use the Insert toolbar at the top of your document.  The puzzle piece circled here is the icon to use for inserting media clips.  Please note that its appearance will change to reflect its most recent use—for example, a Flash button will display if you last inserted a Flash video clip.

	Link Video Files
	Link the file just as you would an audio clip.

	Stream (Embed) Video Files
	Netscape Navigator plug-in content is needed.  Go to insert – media – plug in (puzzle piece icon). 

With the property inspector you can now set properties for the file:

· File name

· URL from which to play it

· Border width of box

· V space and H space set the white space around the video playing

	Flash Video
	Note: streaming Flash video requires access to a Macromedia Flash Communication Server.

Flash content can be sent by streaming or by progressive download.  In the second case, material is downloaded to the site visitor’s hard drive, but it still allows the file to begin playing before the download is complete.  

To have your site automatically test the visitor’s computer for the version of Flash player needed to play your clip, you need to insert a detection code.  Choose Insert – Insert Flash Video.  The dialogue box will appear.  Check “prompt users to download Flash if necessary” and select your other options.  Note that the message in the box can be changed if desired.

To remove the detection code, choose Commands, Remove Flash Video Detection.

Editing the properties of the video can be done by selecting the video placeholder in your document by clicking on the Flash Video icon at the centre of the placeholder.  The Property Inspector will now be open for editing.


	Images
	The inserting and formatting of images is part of the Dreamweaver I course offered at ARC, so we won’t cover that in this workshop.  We will address rollover images and banner images.

	Creating Rollover Images
	Note: When you insert images, Dreamweaver automatically defaults to display the image in its original dimensions.  The image can be reformatted for use on the web, and then be linked, or you can resize the image inside Dreamweaver once you have linked to the image.
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1. In the document place the insertion point where you want the rollover image to appear.

2. Click the image drop down menu from the Insert toolbar or go to Insert – Image Objects – Rollover Images

3. The Rollover Image dialogue box appears

4. Select your first and second images

5. Add text to display

6. A link to another part of your webpage or another website can be created here

7. Click OK

Go to the browser in order to preview.


	Banner Images
	Banner images are what you get when you visit a website and get a new image each time you visit a page.  In order to create banner images, you need to create a database of images.  Images are then retrieved from that database with the use of scripting languages, usually MySQL. 

	Inserting a Navigation Bar
	In the document place the insertion point where you want the navigation bar image to appear.

· Click the image drop down menu from the Insert toolbar or go to Insert – Image Objects – Navigation Bar

· The Navigation bar dialogue box appears

· Name your element

· Select your images

· Give URL to link to the button

· Click the plus sign to add another button
· Click OK
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